
 iqjkuk lfpoky; % ,sfrgkfld i‘"BHkwfe
o"kZ 1911 rd Hkkjr dh jkt/kkuh fnYyh u gksdj dydÙkk FkhA fo/kku ifj"kn~ 

dh cSBdsa xouZesaV gkml] dydÙkk esa gqvk djrh FkhaA jkt/kkuh dks fnYyh LFkkukUrfjr 
djus ds ckjs esa fy, x, fu.kZ; ds vuqlj.k esa iqjkuk lfpoky; Hkou dh :ijs[kk bZ0 
eksUVsx VkWel }kjk rS;kj dh x;h Fkh vkSj bldk fuekZ.k dk;Z o"kZ 1912 esa iwjk gqvkA 
iqjkuk lfpoky; ds lHkkxkj esa fo/kku ifj"kn~ dh igyh cSBd 27 tuojh] 1913 dks 
gqbZ FkhA fnYyh dks bldh çkphu fgUnw&eqfLye ,drk] lkaLÑfrd ijEijk vkSj bldh 
HkkSxksfyd fLFkfr ds dkj.k gh ns'k dh jkt/kkuh ds :i esa pquk x;k FkkA

fo/kku lHkk dk orZeku LFky dkmafly pSEcj dk LFky Fkk] ftlus fnYyh esa 
1912 ls dk;Z djuk vkjEHk fd;k FkkA laln Hkou ds fuekZ.k ds i'pkr~ ¼ftldk 
mn~?kkVu 18 tuojh] 1927 dks ykWMZ bjfou] rRdkyhu Hkkjr ds xouZj tujy }kjk 
fd;k x;k Fkk½ dsUæh; fo/kku lHkk dk rhljk l=k laln Hkou esa 19 tuojh] 1927 

dks lEié gqvk FkkA bl çdkj 1912 ls 1926 rd dsUæ dh dkmafly pSEcj dk LFky 
gksus dk xkSjo iqjkuk lfpoky; dks çkIr gqvk FkkA

bl vof/k esa dsUæh; fo/kku e.My ds fodkl ds nks pj.k Fks & igyk o"kZ 1912 

ls 1920 rd rFkk nwljk o"kZ 1920 vkSj mlls vkxsA igys pj.k esa fo/kku e.My dks 
^bEihfj;y ysftLysfVo dkmafly* ds uke ls tkuk tkrk gS vkSj ;g ctV] dj] lq/kkj 
vkSj jsyos ls lacaf/kr lHkh igywvks a dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, cgqr egÙoiw.kZ foèkkuks a dks 
ikfjr djrh FkhA lcls egÙoiw.kZ fo"k;] ftl ij bl dsUæh; fo/kku lHkk esa ppkZ 
dh xbZ Fkh] og Fkk & ^jkSysV fcy*A bl fcy ij gq, okn&fookn esa fof'k"V Hkkjrh; 
lkalnksa us fgLlk fy;k FkkA mUgks aus bl fo/ks;d dks LorU=krk vkSj U;k; ds fl)kar 
dk fouk'kd vkSj O;fäxr ewyHkwr vf/kdkjks a dks u"V djus okyk djkj nsrs gq, bldk 
çcy fojks/k fd;k FkkA bl neudkjh dk;Zokgh ds fo#) jk"VªO;kih lR;kxzg vkjEHk 
djus dh uhfr dks tkjh j[kus gsrq egkRek xk¡/kh us ekpZ ds çFke lIrkg esa fnYyh 
dk nkSjk fd;kA ckiw us iqjkuk lfpoky; ds ,sfrgkfld lHkkxkj esa fo/ks;d ij gqbZ 
ppkZ lquh FkhA vr% iqjkuk lfpoky; Hkkjr ds Lora=krk vkanksyu esa Hkkjrh; usrkvks a 
ds egku ;ksxnku dk Lekjd gSA

nwljs pj.k esa dsUæh; fo/kku e.My ds nks lnu Fks & ^dsUæh; fo/kku lHkk* 
vkSj ^dkmafly vkWQ LVsV*A fo/kku lHkk dh cSBd blh iqjkuk lfpoky; ds lHkkxkj 
esa gqvk djrh Fkh vkSj dkmafly vkWQ LVsV dh cSBdsa eSVdkWQ gkml esa gksrh FkhaA 
dsUæh; fo/kku e.My us dqN cgqr gh egÙoiw.kZ fo/kkuks a dks ikfjr djrs gq, laoSèkkfud 
lqèkkjks a ds ekeyksa ij fu.kZ; fy;k Fkk vkSj neudkjh dkuwuks a dh fuUnk djrs gq, fofHké 
ladYiksa dks Lohdkj fd;k FkkA dsUæh; fo/kku lHkk ds ctV ij foLrkj ls ppkZ gksrh 
Fkh rFkk Hkkjrh; usrk] tks fo/kku lHkk ds lnL; Fks] muds }kjk bl foèkku lHkk esa 
csgrjhu Hkk"k.k fn, x, FksA

iqjkuk lfpoky; ds lHkkxkj esa cSsBus okys egku~ lkalnksa us gh Hkkjr dh Hkkoh 
laln dh uhao ;gk¡ j[kh FkhA ;gh og eap Fkk tgk¡ ctV ij ppkZvks a vkSj fo/kkuks a 
dks ikfjr djus dh çfØ;kvksa dk fodkl gqvk rFkk LFkk;h lfefr;ksa tSls & LFkk;h 



THE OLD SECRETARIAT :  A HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND

Till 1911, Calcutta and not Delhi, was the capital of India. The Legislative Council used 

to meet at Government House, Calcutta. Pursuant to the decision to transfer the capital to 

Delhi, the Old Secretariat Building was designed by E. Montague Thomas and its construction 

Old Secretariat on 27th January, 1913. Delhi was chosen as the capital because of its old 

traditions of Hindu-Muslim unity, also due to its strategic and geographical location and 

as a seat of culture.

The present site of Legislative Assembly was the site of the Council Chamber which 

started functioning in Delhi from 1912 onwards. After the construction of Parliament House 

building (the opening ceremony of which was performed on 18th January, 1927 by Lord 

Irwin, the then Governor-General of India), the third session of Central Legislative Assembly 

was held in Parliament House on 19th January, 1927. So, from 1912 to 1926 the pride of 

place was occupied by the Council Chamber of the Central Government at Old Secretariat.

called the Imperial Legislative Council and it passed very important legislations, covering 

all aspects regarding budget, legislation, tariff, reforms and working of railways. The most 

important of all matters discussed was the Rowlatt Bill. In this debate, very distinguished 

Indian Parliamentarians participated. They vehemently protested against the move describing 

it as unjust, subversive to the principles of liberty as well as justice and destructive of the 

March, 1919 and heard the debate on the Bill in the historic Chamber of the Old Secretariat. 

Thus, Old Secretariat is a memorial to the great contribution of Indian Leaders to India’s 

Freedom Movement.

In the second stage, the Central Legislature consisted of two Houses – The Legislative 

Assembly and the Council of State. The Legislative Assembly used to meet in the Chamber 

here at Old Secretariat and the Council of State held its meetings in Metcalf House. The 

Central Legislature passed some very important legislations, matters of constitutional reforms 

were decided and resolutions condemning the repressive laws were adopted. The budgets 

made by Indian Leaders who were Members of the Assembly.

The Legislators who sat in the Chamber at Old Secretariat laid the foundation of India’s 

future Parliament. It was here that procedures for budgetary discussions, procedures for 



foÙk lfefr vkfn dk xBu fd;k x;kA blh lHkkxkj esa lnu dh dk;Zokgh dks lqpk# 
:i ls pykus ds lEcU/k esa fu;e cuk, x, FksA fo/kku e.My ds v/;{k us ¼ftUgsa 
ml le; ^çsthMsaV* ds uke ls iqdkjk tkrk Fkk½ viuh O;oLFkkvksa vkSj fu.kZ;ks a }kjk 
Hkkoh lalnh; çfØ;kvksa dh uhao Mkyh FkhA ;gh og txg Hkh Fkh] tgk¡ vfr egÙoiw.kZ 
jk"Vªh; vkSj vUrjkZ"Vªh; eqíks a ij ppkZ vkSj fopkj&foe'kZ fd;k x;k Fkk rFkk lnL;ksa 
dks vius fopkjks a dks [kqys eu ls O;ä djus dh vuqefr nh xbZ FkhA fo/kku e.My ds 
lnL;ksa ds fo'ks"kkf/kdkjks a dks ;gha ij veyh tkek iguk;k x;k Fkk vkSj u;s mnkgj.k 
o ifjikfV;k¡ LFkkfir dh xbZ FkhaA

fuEufyf[kr jk"Vªh; usrkvksa vkSj fo[;kr Lora=krk lsukfu;ksa us 1912-1926 dh  
vof/k ds nkSjku bl Hkou ds bfrgkl ij viuh Nki NksM+h Fkh %&

bEihfj;y ysftLysfVo dkmafly ds dsUæh; fo/kku eaMy ds
egÙoiw.kZ lnL; egÙoiw.kZ lnL;

Jh xksiky Ñ".k xks[kys ia0 eksrh yky usg:
Jh foëy HkkbZ iVsy ia0 enu eksgu ekyoh;
ia0 enu eksgu ekyoh; Jh ts0 ,u0 etqenkj
Jh lqeu JhokLro Jh jaxkpkfj;kj
Jh ,l0 ,u0 cuthZ Jh eqa'kh bZ'oj lgk;
Jh fot; jk?kopkjh ykyk yktir jk;
Jh ,p0 ,e0 eq/kksydj Jh Jhfuokl 'kkL=kh
Jh ,l0 ih0 flUgk Jh rst cgknqj lçw
Jh et+:y gd Jh fc'kEcj ukFk
Jh fe;ka eks0 my 'kQh Jh teuk nkl }kjdk nkl
Jh uokc lS;n eksgEen Jh ,u0 ,e0 tks'kh
Jh lqUnj flag ethfB;k Jh lh0 vkj0 nkl
egkjkt o/kZeku Jh foëy HkkbZ iVsy
jktk çrkix<+ Jh f'kokLokeh v¸;j
 Jh vej ukFk nÙk

lsaVªy ysftLysfVo ,lsacyh (1921-1926) ds l=k

Ø- 
la-

,lsacyh l=kkjaHk dh 
frfFk

dqy vk;ksftr 
l=kksa dh la[;k

cSBdksa dh 
la[;k

fo?kVu dh 
frfFk

1. izFke ,lsacyh 
(1921-23)

03/02/1921 3 170 12/09/1923

2. nwljh ,lsacyh 5 170 15/09/1926



passing legislation were evolved and standing committees, such as the Standing Finance 

Committee, were formed. Standing Orders were framed. Speaker of the Legislature (then 

called President), by his rulings and judgments, created a tradition for future Parliamentary 

procedures. It was here that most important national and international issues were discussed 

and debated and Members were allowed to have full expression of their views. The privileges 

of Members of the Legislature were recognized and new precedents and conventions were 

established.

history of this building during the period of 1912 –1926 :-

Important Members of Imperial  Important Members of the Central   

Legislative Council  Legislature  

Shri Gopal Krishan Gokhle Pt.  Moti Lal Nehru 

Shri Vithalbhai Patel Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya 

Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya Shri J.N.Majumdar 

Shri Suman Shrivastava Shri Rangachariar 

Shri S.N.Banerji Shri  Munshi Ishwar Sahai 

Shri Vijay Raghavachari Lala Lajpat Rai 

Shri H.M.Mudholkar Shri Shreenivas Shastri 

Shri S.P.Sinha Shri Tej Bahadur Sapru 

Shri Mazrul Haq Shri Bishamber Nath 

Shri Nawab Syed Mohd. Shri N.M.Joshi 

Shri Sunder Singh Majithia Shri C.R.Das 

Maharaj Vardhaman Shri Vithal Bhai Patel 

Raja  Pratapgarh Shri Shivaswami Iyer 

 Shri Amar Nath Dutt 

Sessions of the Central Legislative Assembly (1921-1926)

S. 

No.

Assembly Date of

Commence-

ment of Session

Total No. of

Sessions 

held

Number

of

Sittings

Date of

Dissolution

1. First Assembly 

(1921-23)

03/02/1921 3 170 12/09/1923

2. Second Assembly 5 170 15/09/1926



mYys[kuh; gS fd fnYyh fo'ofo|ky; dk izFke nh{kkUr lekjksg 26 ekpZ] 1923 

dks iqjkuk lfpoky; ds ,lsEcyh gky esa gh gqvk Fkk ftlesa 750 vfrfFk vkeaf=kr fd, 
x, FksA ykWMZ jhfMax] lj eksgEen tgk¡ vkSj lj gfj flag xkSM+] ¼fnYyh fo'ofo|ky; 
ds izFke midqyifr½ dks ekun mikf/k;k¡ iznku dh xbZ FkhaA

o"kZ 1926 esa Hkkjr ljdkj us iqjkuk lfpoky; Hkou ds dsUæh; Hkkx dks ftlesa 
fo/kku lHkk gkWy vkSj blds lkFk yxs dejs 'kkfey Fks] fnYyh fo'ofo|ky; dks 350/- 

#i;s izfrekg dh nj ls fdjk;s ij ns fn;k Fkk vkSj fo'ofo|ky; us flrEcj esa bu 
dejksa dk vf/kdkj ¼dCtk½ ys fy;k FkkA

tc ubZ fnYyh Hkkjr dh jkt/kkuh cuh vkSj o"kZ 1931 esa mldk mn~?kkVu 
gqvk] rc iqjkuk lfpoky; ds bl dsUæh; gkWy dk mi;ksx 'kS{kf.kd vkSj lkaLÑfrd 
dk;ZØe ds vk;kstu gsrq fd;k tkus yxkA

ubZ jkt/kkuh dh LFkkiuk gksus ds ckn iqjkuk lfpoky; dkQh yEcs le; rd 
ifjR;ä vkSj lqulku jgk fdUrq vktknh ds ckn tc fnYyh dks ^ikVZ&lh* jkT; ds 
:i esa fo/kku lHkk iznku dh xbZ rks o"kZ 1952 esa blesa jktuhfrd xfrfof/k;k¡ fQj 
ls rst gks xb±A o"kZ 1956 esa bl fo/kku lHkk dks Hkh lekIr dj fn;k x;kA blds 
i'pkr~ fnYyh dks o"kZ 1966 esa ^egkuxj ifj"kn~* uked tu izfrfuf/k laLFkk iznku 
dh xbZ] ftldh ifjppkZ,a Hkh blh lHkkxkj esa gqvk djrh FkhaA egkuxj ifj"kn ds 
LFkku ij tc fnYyh dks fo/kku lHkk iznku dh xbZ rks fnlEcj] 1993 ls bl iqjkuk 
lfpoky; ds lHkkxkj esa fo/kku lHkk dh cSBdsa gks jgh gSaA

iqjkuk lfpoky; dk okLrqf'kYi
iqjkuk lfpoky; dks yacs vxzHkkx o nksuks a vksj nks lajpukvksa okyk ,d lqanj 

Hkou ekuk tkrk gSA vyhiqj jksM ds lkeus okyk Hkkx v)Zpaækdkj :i esa lqanj ?kqeko 
fy, gq, gSA lkeus dk izos'k }kj dsaæh; psacj ls tqM+k gqvk gSA

nksuks a vksj ds dksuks a ij nks ehukjsa gSa vkSj blds dksuks a dks lqanj xqacn okys NksVs 
cqtks ± ls ltk;k x;k gSA blds pkj [kaMks a dks pkSd ds vanj dkmafly psacj ds nksuks a 
vksj ds nks Hkkxks a esa bl izdkj ls ckaVk x;k gS fd ;s dkmafly psacj ls fdlh Hkh 
izdkj tqM+s ugha gSaA dk;kZy; ds ckgj xksy [kaHkks a okyk ,d pkSjl esgjkcnkj cjkenk 
gSA Hkou dk gYdk lQsn jax cgqr euksje gSA

Lora=krk ds ckn iqjkuk lfpoky; Hkou dks le;&le; ij laokjk tkrk jgk 
gS rFkk blds ifjn‘'; esa vkSj lq/kkj gqvk gSA bl Hkou esa ihBklhu vf/kdkfj;ks a dk 
lEesyu] 1986 ¼izslkbfMax vkWfQllZ dkWUÝsal] 1986½ o jk"VªeaMy lalnh; lEesyu] 
1991 ¼dkWeuosYFk ikfyZ;kesaVªh dkWUÝsal] 1991½ tSls vusd jk"Vªh; o varjkZ"Vªh; vk;kstu 
gq, gSaA Hkou ds lkFk yxHkx 10 ,dM+ tehu gS ftls m|ku {ks=k esa ifjofrZr dj 
fn;k x;k gS o ftlesa vlsacyh gkWy ds lkeus ,d vaMkdkj ikdZ Hkh lfEefyr gSA 
bl ikdZ esa ,d Åapk QOokjk Hkh gS ftls lkekU;r% ml le; pyk;k tkrk gS tc 
ykWu esa dksbZ egRoiw.kZ vk;kstu gksrk gS] lnu py jgk gksrk gS vFkok dksbZ fons'kh 
izfrfuf/keaMy ;k egRoiw.kZ O;fDr iqjkuk lfpoky; esa vkrk gSA



Assembly Hall in Old Secretariat on 26th March, 1923 with 750 invitees. Honorary Degrees 

Vice Chancellor of Delhi University.)

In 1926, the Government of India was pleased to allot the Central portion of Old Secretariat 

building comprising the Assembly Hall and the adjacent rooms to the Delhi University on a 

monthly rental of Rs. 350/- and in September, the University took possession of the rooms.

When New Delhi was made the Capital of India and inaugurated in 1931, the Central Hall 

of Old Secretariat was used for the holding academic and cultural events.

With the coming up of New Delhi as the new Capital of India, the Old Secretariat fell in disuse 

for a long time. It, however, bubbled into activity again in 1952 when Delhi as Part-C State 

was given an Assembly. That Assembly was disbanded in 1956. In 1966, Delhi was given 

a Metropolitan Council whose deliberations also used to take place in this very building. 

Since December, 1993, the Old Secretariat continues to be the seat of Delhi Vidhan Sabha.

Architectural Design of Old Secretariat 

The Old Secretariat is considered as a handsome building with a long front line and two 

lateral structures, the portion facing the Alipur Road curving gracefully in the center like 

a half moon. The Central doorway communicated with the Central chamber.

There are two minarets at each end and small towers decorate these corners with placid 

domes. Four blocks divided between the two sides of the Council Chambers stand inside 

the square in no way connected with the Chamber. A large Verandah with square archways 

to eye.

After independence, the Old Secretariat building was given face-lifting from time to 

time and its landscape improved. The building has been the venue of several National 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, 1991. Attached to the building is about 10 acres 

of land which has been converted into garden area including an oval shape park in front 

of the Assembly Hall. This park also has a high rising fountain which is generally made 

operational whenever some important functions are held in the lawn or when the Assembly 

is in session or when some foreign delegation or eminent dignitary visits Old Secretariat.



èot&LraHkks a ij jax fcjaxs >aMs yxk fn, tkrs gSa tks vaMkdkj ykWu ds pkjks a 
vksj ygjkrs gq, bl Hkou dh 'kku dks dqN vyx gh NVk iznku djrs gSaA

fo/kku lHkk lHkkxkj dks tkus okys }kj ds Bhd lkeus iafMr enu eksgu ekyoh; 
dh ,d vko{k&izfrek LFkkfir gS] ftldk mn~?kkVu 25 fnlEcj] 1971 dks fnYyh ds 
iwoZ mi&jkT;iky MkW- ,- ,u- >k }kjk fd;k x;k FkkA dsUæ esa fLFkr v.Mkdkj ikdZ 
ds ckgj vkSj nksuks a ehukjks a ds lkeus foV~By HkkbZ iVsy & Hkkjr ds izFke fuokZfpr 
fo/kku lHkk v/;{k vkSj jk"Vªfirk egkRek xk¡/kh dh izfrek,¡ LFkkfir gSaA pcwrjs ij 
cuh foV~By HkkbZ iVsy dh izfrek dks o"kZ 1989 esa LFkkfir fd;k x;k Fkk vkSj Hkkjr 
ds rRdkyhu mijk"Vªifr MkW- 'kadj n;ky 'kekZ }kjk 27 flrEcj] 1989 dks bldk 
vkSipkfjd :i ls vukoj.k fd;k x;k FkkA nwljh rjQ blh rjg ds pcwrjs ij nkaMh 
;k=kk dh eqæk esa egkRek xk¡/kh dh izfrek dks o"kZ 1992 esa LFkkfir fd;k x;k FkkA 15 

ekpZ] 1997 dks Hkou ds eq[; }kj ds nkfguh vksj fnYyh ds izFke eq[; ea=kh (1952-

56), pkS- czã izdk'k dh izfrek LFkkfir dh xbZ FkhA chp es a cus gq, v.Mkdkj ikdZ esa 
xzsukbV iRFkj dh ,d ifV~Vdk LFkkfir dh xbZ gS] ftl ij fnYyh ds foèkku e.My ds 
fofHkUu lnuksa ds jk"Vªh; usrkvksa (1912-1926) ds uke mRdh.kZ gSaA bl ifV~Vdk vkSj 
blds ikl gh esa LFkkfir Lokra=; f'kyk dk vukoj.k Hkkjr ds rRdkyhu mijk"Vªifr 
}kjk 12 ekpZ 1998 dks fd;k x;k FkkA

fo/kku lHkk ds ,sfrgkfld lnu esa ns'k ds 09 izfl) jk"Vªh; usrkvksa ds fp=k 
yxs gq, gSaA bu fp=kks a esa (i) Jherh bafnjk xk¡/kh ¼ftldk vukoj.k Hkkjr ds rRdkyhu 
mijk"Vªifr Jh 'kadj n;ky 'kekZ }kjk 20 uoEcj] 1987 dks½] (ii) ykyk yktir jk; 
¼ftldk vukoj.k Hkkjr ds rRdkyhu iz/kku ea=kh Jh jktho xk¡/kh }kjk 17 uoEcj] 
1990 dks½] (iii) MkW- ckck lkgc vEcsMdj ¼ftldk vukoj.k rRdkyhu eq[; ea=kh] Jh 
enuyky [kqjkuk }kjk vizSy] dks½] (iv) Jh lqHkk"kpUæ cksl ¼ftldk vukoj.k 
rRdkyhu x‘g ea=kh] Jh ,y- ds- vkMok.kh }kjk 16 twu] 1998 dks½ fd;k x;k Fkk] ds 
fp=k 'kkfey gSaA buds vfrfjDr Jh foV~By HkkbZ iVsy tks] fczfV'k 'kklu ds nkSjku 
blh lnu esa dk;Zokgh dh v/;{krk fd;k djrs Fks vkSj Hkkjr ds izFke iz/kkuea=kh 
ia- tokgj yky usg:] nwljs iz/kkuea=kh Jh yky cgknqj 'kkL=kh] Hkkjr ds X;kjgosa 
jk"Vªifr Jh ,-ih-ts- vCnqy dyke vkSj jk"Vªfirk egkRek xka/kh ds rSy fp=k Hkh blh 
lnu dh 'kksHkk c<+k jgs gSaA

iqjkuk lfpoky;] fnYyh fo/kku lHkk dk vf/k"Bku gksus ds lkFk&lkFk fnYyh 
ljdkj dk Hkh vf/k"Bku gSA iwjs Hkou dk iz'kklu fo/kku lHkk v/;{k ds fu;a=k.k 
esa gSA bl Hkou ds vUnj izos'k dks fnYyh iqfyl ds lqj{kk dfeZ;ks a dh lgk;rk ls 
fofu;fer fd;k x;k gSA fo/kku lHkk ifjlj ds vUnj jktuhfrd jSfy;ksa o /kjuksa 
bR;kfn dh vuqefr ugha gSA fo/kku lHkk l=kks a ds nkSjku tc fnYyh ds yxHkx 2.50 

djksM+ yksxks a dh uqekbUnxh djus okys fo/kk;d fnYyh&okfl;ksa dh leL;kvksa ij ppkZ 
vkSj fopkj&foe'kZ djus ds fy, bdV~Bk gksrs gSa] rc Hkou dh okLrfod xfrfof/k;ks a 
esa ,d mQku&lk vkus yxrk gS vkSj iwjs fo/kku lHkk ifjlj esa jktuhfrd ?kVukØe 
esa rhozrk vk tkrh gSA



A number of multi-coloured bunting mounted on poles, put up and unfurled around the 

oval shape central lawn, provide a special touch to the majesty of the building.

In front of the main Gate leading to the Assembly Hall and outside the porch, there exists 

a bust of Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya, which was inaugurated by the former Lt. Governor 

of Delhi, Dr. A.N. Jha on 25th December, 1971. Outside the central oval shape park and 

and Mahatma Gandhi-the Father of the Nation. The statue of Vithalbhai Patel mounted on 

a platform was installed in 1989 and formally unveiled by the then Vice President of  India, 

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma on 27th September, 1989. Likewise the statue of Mahatma 

Gandhi in Dandi March posture, similarly mounted on the platform at the other end was 

installed in 1992. On the 15th March, 1997, the statue of Ch. Brahm Prakash, who was 

gate of the building. The oval shape Central Park has a granite plaque on which the names 

of National Leaders of the Houses of Legislature in Delhi (1912-1916) are inscribed. The 

Plaque and the nearby Freedom Rock were unveiled by the then Vice President of India 

on 12th March, 1998.

Inside the historic Assembly Chamber, there are 09 portraits of eminent National Leaders. 

These include the portraits of (i) Smt. Indira Gandhi (unveiled by Dr. Shankar Dayal 

Sharma, the then Vice President on 20th November, 1987); (ii) Lala Lajpat Rai (unveiled 

by the then Prime Minister, Sh. Rajiv Gandhi on 17th November, 1990); (iii) Dr. Baba 

June, 1998). In addition, the portraits of Shri Vithalbhai Patel who used to preside in this 

Second Prime Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, Elventh President of India Shri A.P.J. 

Abdul Kalam and Mahatma Gandhi, Father of Nation also adorn the Chamber.

The Old Secretariat is the seat of Delhi Assembly as well as of the Delhi Government. 

The administrative control over the building is exercised by the Speaker. The entry to the 

building has been regulated with the assistance of security personnel drawn from Delhi 

Police. Political rallies, dharnas etc. are not permitted inside the assembly precincts. The 

building bubbles into real activity during the days of Assembly sessions when MLAs 

representing nearly 2.50 crore people of Delhi assemble to discuss and deliberate the 

problems confronting the Delhiites.



fnYyh dk jktuhfrd <k¡pk % bfrgkl ,oa i‘"BHkwfe

iwokZoyksdu

12 oha 'krkCnh ds vUr esa mÙkjh Hkkjr ij eqfLye 'kkldksa dh fot; ds lkFk 
gh fnYyh Hkkjr dh jkt/kkuh ds :i esa mHkjdj lkeus vk;hA chp ds dqN vUrjkyksa 
dks NksM+dj fnYyh fofHké mÙkjorhZ lkezkT;ks a vkSj jktoa'kks a dh jkt/kkuh jgh gSA 
vkt Ng iqjkuh fnfYy;k¡ [k.Mgj ds Hkkjh vo'ks"kks a ds :i esa vyx&vyx LFkkuks a 
ij fc[kjh iM+h gSaA lkroha fnYyh orZeku iqjkuh fnYyh gS vkSj vkBoha fu%lUnsg ubZ 
fnYyh gS( ftldk mn~?kkVu vkSipkfjd :i ls 11 Qjojh] 1931 dks fd;k x;k FkkA 
ekStwnk fnYyh le;&le; ij fufeZr fofHké fnfYy;ksa ds eycs ij [kM+h gSA

vDVwcj] 1858 rd ns'k dk iz'kklu pykus dh ftEesnkjh fczfV'k O;kikfj;ksa 
ds ,d laxBu&bZLV bafM;k dEiuh ds gkFkks a esa FkhA rFkkfi 1 uoEcj] 1858 dks 
ns'k dk iz'kklu pykus dh ftEesnkjh bZLV bafM;k dEiuh ds gkFkks a ls fczfV'k rkt 
dks LFkkukUrfjr dj nh x;hA fczfV'k rkt dh vksj ls ns'k dk iz'kklu pykus dh 
ftEesnkjh] ftlesa fnYyh Hkh 'kkfey Fkh] Hkkjr ds ok;ljk; dks lkSai nh xbZA pwafd 
bZLV bafM;k dEiuh dk eq[; dk;kZy; dydÙkk esa Fkk] vr% dydÙkk fczfV'k ljdkj 
dk Hkh dk;kZy; cu x;kA

blhfy, fnYyh us dkQh gn rd viuk iwoZ egRo [kks fn;kA pkSgkuks a] rqdks ±] 
vQxkuksa vkSj eqxyksa dk ;g 'kkgh 'kgj ,d ftys ds 'kgj ds ntsZ rd vk x;k vkSj 
iatkc izkUr dk ,d fgLlk cu x;kA ;g uxj o"kZ 1912 esa fczfV'k Hkkjr dh jktèkkuh 
cuus rd iatkc izkUr dk ,d fgLlk cuk jgkA

pwafd dydÙkk dsUæh; ljdkj vkSj caxky dh izkUrh; ljdkj nksuks a dk gh 
eq[;ky; Fkk] vr% caxky ds xouZj vkSj Hkkjr ds xoZuj&tujy ds chp iz'kklfud 
izkf/kdkj vkSj vf/kdkj {ks=k dks ysdj [khaprku vkSj >xMs+ pyrs jgrs FksA tc xouZj 
ykMZ gkfM±x }kjk dsUæh; ljdkj ds dk;kZy; dks izkUrh; ljdkj ds vf/kdkj {ks=k ls 
ckgj j[kus dh bPNk ij tksj nsus ls lacaf/kr fnukad 25 vxLr] 1911 dks Hksts x, 
vius i=k ds tfj;s] yanu esa lSØsVjh vkWQ n LVsV] ekjDoSl vkWQ Øho dh tkudkjh 
esa ;s erHksn yk;s x;s rks lSØsVjh vkWQ LVsV QkWj bafM;k us vius mÙkj esa jkt/kkuh 
esa 'kklu dk dsUæh;dj.k djus gsrq vfoHkkftr dsUæh; fu;a=k.k dh flQkfj'k dhA

vf/kdkj {ks=k vkSj izkf/kdkj ds bu >xM+ks a ds dkj.k fczfV'k ljdkj dks etcwju 
viuh jkt/kkuh dks LFkkukarfjr djuk iM+kA jkt/kkuh dks dydÙkk ls fnYyh LFkkukarfjr 
dj fn;k x;k vkSj bl rjg fnYyh us o"kZ 1912 esa ,d u;s pj.k esa izos'k fd;kA 
jkt/kkuh dks fnYyh LFkkukarfjr fd;s tkus dh ?kks"k.kk fdax tkWtZ iape }kjk  fdaXtos 
dSEi ds fudV fLFkr dkWjksus'ku njckj esa dh xbZ FkhA



DELHI’S POLITICAL SET-UP : HISTORY AND 

BACKGROUND

In retrospect

Delhi emerged as the Capital of India with the Muslim conquest of Northern India at 

the end of the 12th century. Except for some interludes, Delhi has been the capital of 

succeeding empire and dynasties. Six older Delhis are lying scattered today at different 

places as mass of ruins. The Seventh is the present Old Delhi and the Eighth, of course, is 

New Delhi which was formally  inaugurated on 11th February, 1931. The Delhi of today 

stands on or about the debris of the various Delhis built from time to time.

Till October, 1858, the responsibility of running the Government of the country rested with 

the East India Company- an organization of British tradesmen. However, on 1st November, 

1858 the responsibility of running the Government of the country was transferred from the 

East India Company to the British Crown. On behalf of the British Crown, the Viceroy of 

India was entrusted with the responsibility of governance of the country, including Delhi. 

Since the East India Company had its headquarters at Calcutta, therefore Calcutta became 

the seat of the British Government.

With that, Delhi lost much of its former importance. The Imperial city of the Chauhans, 

Turks, Afghans and Mughals was reduced to the status of a District Town, forming a part 

of Punjab province. The city remained a part of Punjab till Delhi was made a Capital of 

British India in 1912.

As Calcutta was the seat of both the provincial Government of Bengal and the Central 

the Governor of Bengal and the Governor-General of India. When these differences were 

brought to the notice of the Secretary of State, Marquess of Crewe, in London by the 

Governor-General, Lord Hardinge in his dispatch dated August 25, 1911, emphasizing 

the desirability of keeping apart the seat of the Central Government from the jurisdiction 

of a Provincial Government, the Secretary of State for India in his reply put the case for 

undivided central control over the Capital more succinctly.

Capital. Thus, Delhi entered a new phase when, in 1912, the Imperial Capital was shifted 

from Calcutta to Delhi. The announcement about the shifting of the Capital was made at 

coronation Durbar near Kingsway camp by King George V.



1 vDVwcj] 1912 dks tkjh dh xbZ ,d mn~?kks"k.kk ds tfj, fnYyh dks eq[; 
vk;qDr dk izkUr ¼phQ dfe'kulZ izksfoUl½ cuk fn;k x;kA fnYyh ftyk dh nks rglhysa] 
iwjk lksuhir vkSj 280 oxZ ehy dh cYyHkx<+ rglhy dks fnYyh ls vyx dj fn;k 
x;k vkSj mUgsa Øe'k% jksgrd vkSj xqM+xkao ftyksa ds lkFk tksM+ fn;k x;k vkSj fnYyh 
dh rglhy rFkk egjkSyh iqfyl Fkkus ds vUrxZr vkus okys {ks=k dks feykdj fnYyh 
dk u;k izkUr cuk;k x;kA bldk {ks=k 528 oxZ ehy FkkA ml le; bldh tula[;k 
2,32,837 Fkh tks vc djhc lkS xquk c<+dj yxHkx ,d djksM+ gks xbZ gSA

dqN o"kks ± ckn jkt/kkuh dh lhek dks FkksM+k&lk c<+k;k tkuk vko';d gks x;kA 
rnuqlkj 12 vizSy] 1915 dks ,d mn~?kks"k.kk ds tfj, 65 xk¡oks a ds laxfBr izkUrks a vkSj 
'kkgnjk ds uxj lesr oxZ ehy ds ,d NksVs ls {ks=k dks fnYyh izkUr ds lkFk feyk 
fn;k x;kA rc ls fnYyh jkT; {ks=k esa dksbZ cM+k cnyko ugha vk;k gSA vkt bldk 
{ks=kQy oxZ fd-eh- gSA

LorU=krk ds ckn dh fnYyh
LorU=krk ds ckn ls fnYyh ds jktuhfrd vkSj iz'kklfud <k¡psa esa dbZ cnyko 

vk pqds gSaA LorU=krk ls igys fnYyh esa dbZ uxjikfydk,a Fkha vkSj blds iz'kklu 
dh ns[k&js[k eq[; vk;qDr }kjk dh tkrh FkhA LorU=krk ds ckn fnYyh dks ^ikVZ&lh* 
jkT; dk ntkZ fn;k x;kA

fnYyh jkT; fo/kku lHkk ^ikVZ&lh jkT; ljdkj vf/kfu;e] 1951* ds vUrxZr 
17 ekpZ] 1952 esa vfLrRo esa vkbZA iqjkuk lfpoky; ds bl yksdfiz; <k¡ps dk mn~?kkVu 
djrs le; rRdkyhu x‘gea=kh Jh ds-,u- dkVtw us bl 'kqHk volj dk Lokxr Þ,sfrgkfld 
jkt/kkuh fnYyh ds bfrgkl esa ,d vR;Ur xkSjo'kkyh voljß ds :i esa fd;k FkkA

o"kZ 1952 dh fo/kku lHkk esa lnL; FksA ftu ekeyksa ds ckjs esa jkT; fo/kku 
lHkk dks dkuwu cukus dh 'kfDr;k¡ iznku dh xbZ Fkha] muds laca/k esa eq[; vk;qDr dks 
vius dk;ks ± dk fu"iknu djus gsrq lgk;rk ,oa ijke'kZ nsus ds fy, ,d eaf=kifj"kn~ 
dk izko/kku fd;k x;k FkkA izFke eaf=kifj"kn~ ds v/;{k pkS0 czã izdk'k FksA

;|fi ̂ ikVZ&lh* jkT;ksa dks iznku dh xbZ fo/kk;h 'kfDr;k¡ lhfer Fkha vkSj fnYyh  
fo/kku lHkk dh fo/kk;h 'kfDr;ksa dks vkSj Hkh de dj fn;k x;k Fkk] tSlk fd ^ikVZ&lh 
jkT; vf/kfu;e] 1951* dh /kkjk 21 ds micU/k ls izekf.kr gksrk gSA

^jkT; iquxZBu vk;ksx* (1955) dh flQkfj'kks a ds vuqlj.k esa 1 uoEcj] 1956 

ls fnYyh dks fn;k x;k ^ikVZ&lh* jkT; dk ntkZ lekIr dj fn;k x;kA fo/kku lHkk 
vkSj eaf=kifj"kn~ dks lekIr dj fn;k x;k vkSj fnYyh jk"Vªifr ds izR;{k iz'kklu 
ds v/khu ,d dsUæ'kkflr {ks=k cu x;kA vk;ksx dh ,d vU; flQkfj'k ds vuqlkj 
^fnYyh uxj fuxe vf/kfu;e] 1957* ykxw gqvk] ftlds vUrxZr lEiw.kZ fnYyh ds fy, 
uxj fuxe dk xBu fd;k x;k] ftlesa O;Ld erkf/kdkj ds vk/kkj ij lnL; pquus 
dk izko/kku j[kk x;k FkkA



Through a Proclamation issued on October 1, 1912, Delhi was made a Chief Commissioner’s 

Province. Two Tehsils of Delhi Districts, complete Sonepat and Ballabhgarh Tehsil of 280 

Sq. miles were separated from Delhi and were joined to Rohtak and Gurgaon Districts 

respectively, and the Tehsil of Delhi and the area falling under the Mehrauli Police Station 

were joined to constitute the new Province of Delhi. It covered an area of 528 sq. miles. 

Its population at that time was 2,32,837 which has now increased to nearly hundred times 

to over one crore. 

After a few years, it was considered essential to expand the boundaries of the Capital a 

little further. Accordingly, through a Proclamation issued on April 12, 1915, a small area 

Township of Shahdara, were added to the Province of Delhi. Today, the territory of Delhi 

Post-Independence Delhi 

The political and administrative set up of Delhi has undergone several changes after 

independence. Prior to independence, Delhi has a number of Municipalities and its 

administration was being looked after by Chief Commissioner. After independence, Delhi 

was given the status of Part-C State.

The Delhi State Legislative Assembly came into being on 7th March, 1952 under the 

Government of Part-C States Act, 1951. While inaugurating the popular set up at Old 

Secretariat, the then Home Minister Sh. K.N.Katju had hailed the event as “a crowning 

glory of the annals of historical Capital Delhi."

Minister to aid and advice the Chief Commissioner in the exercise of his functions in 

relation to matters in respect of which the State Assembly was given powers to make laws. 

However, legislative powers granted to Part-C States were limited and the legislative 

powers of Delhi Assembly had been further curtailed as is evident from the proviso to 

Section 21 of the Part-C States Act, 1951.

In pursuance of the recommendations of the State Reorganisation Commission (1955), 

Delhi ceased to be a Part-C State with effect from 1st November, 1956. The Delhi 

Legislative Assembly and the Council of Ministers were abolished and Delhi became 

Union Territory under the direct administration of the President. In accordance with 

another recommendation of the Commission, the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 

was enacted constituting Municipal Corporation for the whole of Delhi with members 

elected on the basis of adult franchise.



fnYyh esa yksdrkaf=kd O;oLFkk vkSj mÙkjnk;h iz'kklu iznku fd;s tkus ds fy, 
tuer dk vR;f/kd ncko FkkA bl ekax dh vkaf'kd iwfrZ gsrq vkSj ^iz'kklfud lq/kkj 
vk;ksx* dh flQkfj'kks a ds vk/kkj ij ^fnYyh iz'kklu vf/kfu;e] 1966* vf/kfu;fer 
fd;k x;kA vf/kfu;e esa ^egkuxj ifj"kn~* ds uke ls ,d foe'kkZRed fudk; dk 
izko/kku j[kk x;k ftldks dsoy vuq'kalkRed 'kfDr;k¡ izkIr FkhaA bl u;s <k¡ps ds 
'kh"kZLFk inkf/kdkjh mijkT;iky vFkok iz'kkld Fks] ftudh fu;qfDr lafo/kku ds vuqPNsn 
239 ds vUrxZr Hkkjr ds jk"Vªifr }kjk dh x;h FkhA ,d dk;Zdkjh ifj"kn~ Hkh xfBr 
dh x;h Fkh] ftlesa ,d eq[; dk;Zdkjh ik"kZn~ vkSj rhu dk;Zdkjh ik"kZn~ 'kkfey FksA 
61 lnL;ksa dh ;g egkuxj ifj"kn~ ,d&lnuh; yksdrkaf=kd fudk; Fkh ftlesa 56 

fuokZfpr lnL; vkSj 5 jk"Vªifr }kjk euksuhr lnL; FksA
egkuxj ifj"kn ds dk;Zdky dk fooj.k uhps nh xbZ rkfydk esa fn;k x;k gS%

egkuxj ifj"kn dk dk;Zdky o izR;sd ifj"kn esa vkgwr l=kksa dh la[;k%

Ø- 
la-

egkuxj ifj"kn dk;Zdky
ls rd

vkgwr 
l=kksa dh 
la[;k

dk;Zdkjh ik"kZn dk 
uke

1. varfje 1966 1967 1 Jh ehj eq'rkd vgen

2. izFke 1967 1972 17 izks- fot; dqekj 
eYgks=kk

3. f}rh; 1972 1977 17 Jh jk/kk je.k

r‘rh; 1977 1980 10 Jh dsnkj ukFk lkguh

5. prqFkZ 1983 1990 20 ¼tuojh
1989 rd½

Jh txizos'k panz

egkuxj ifj"kn~ ds bl <k¡ps esa cgqr&lh van:uh [kkfe;ka FkhaA bls dksbZ fo/kk;h 
'kfDr izkIr ugha Fkh vkSj fnYyh ds 'kklu esa bldh ek=k ,d lykgdkj dh gh Hkwfedk 
FkhA blfy, mi&jkT;iky dh lgk;rk vkSj lykg&e'kojs ds fy, eaf=kifj"kn~ lfgr 
iw.kZ jkT; fo/kku lHkk dh ekax ges'kk mBrh jghA rn~uqlkj fnlEcj] 1987 dks 
Hkkjr ljdkj us ljdkfj;k lfefr dh fu;qfDr dh ¼ftls ckn esa ckyÑ".k lfefr 
ds uke ls tkuk x;k½] ftldk mís'; fnYyh la?k jkT; {ks=k ds iz'kklu ls lacaf/kr 
fofHké eqn~nks dk v/;;u djuk vkSj iz'kklfud <k¡ps dks lqO;ofLFkr djus gsrq mik; 
lq>kuk FkkA lfefr us fnlEcj] 1989 dks viuh fjiksVZ is'k dhA



There was considerable pressure of public opinion for providing a democratic set up and a 

of recommendations of Administrative Reforms Commission, the Delhi Administration 

Act, 1966 was enacted. The Act provided for a deliberative body called Metropolitan 

Council having recommendatory powers. At the top, there was Lieutenant Governor 

or Administrator who was appointed by the President of India under Article 239 of the 

Constitution. There was an Executive Council consisting of one Chief Executive Councilor 

and three Executive Councilors. The Metropolitan Council was a unicameral democratic 

body consisting of Member – 56 elected and 5 nominated by the President.

Details of the tenure of the Metropolitan Council of Delhi are given in the Table below :

Tenure of the Metropolitan Council and number of Sessions 

held by each Council

S. 

No.

Metro- 

politan

Council

Tenure

From To

No. of 

Sessions

held

Name of 

Executive

Councillor

1. Interim 1966 1967 1 Sh. Mir Mushtaq 

Ahmed

2. First 1967 1972 17 Prof. Vijay Kumar 

Malhotra

3. Second 1972 1977 17 Sh. Radha Raman

Third 1977 1980 10 Sh. Kedar Nath Sahni

5. Fourth 1983 1990 20 (up to 

January

1989)

Sh. Jag Pravesh 

Chandra

legislative powers and it had only an advisory role in the governance of Delhi. There 

1987, the Government of India appointed Sarkaria Committee (later on called Balakrishan 

Committee) to go into the various issues connected with the administration of Union 

Territory of Delhi and to recommend measures for streamlining the administrative set up. 



lfefr us ekeys dh foLrkj ls tk¡p dh vkSj fofHké O;fDr;ksa] laxBuksa] 
jktuhfrd nyksa vkSj vU; fo'ks"kKks a ls ppkZ djus ds ckn fo"k;ks a ij fopkj&foe'kZ 
fd;kA lfefr us la?kh; O;oLFkk okys vU; ns'kks a dh jk"Vªh; jkt/kkfu;ksa esa fo|eku 
izcU/kks a vkSj iwoZ lfefr;ksa ,oa vk;ksxks a ds izfrosnuksa ij Hkh fopkj&foe'kZ fd;kA foLr‘r 
tk¡p ,oa ijh{k.k ds mijkUr blus vuq'kalk dh fd fnYyh dks la?k {ks=k gh cuk jguk 
pkfg, fdUrq bls vke vkneh ls tqM+s ekeyksa@ leL;kvksa dks lqy>kus dh n‘f"V ls 
mi;qDr 'kfDr;ksa lfgr ,d fo/kku lHkk vkSj ,slh fo/kku lHkk ds izfr mÙkjnk;h ,d 
eaf=kifj"kn~ nh tkuh pkfg,A lfefr us fLFkjrk ,oa LFkkf;Ro dks lqfuf'pr djus ds 
fy, ;g vuq'kalk Hkh dh fd dsUæ 'kkflr {ks=kks a esa jk"Vªh; jkt/kkuh dks fo'ks"k ntkZ 
nsus gsrq lafo/kku esa gh mi;qDr izko/kku fd;k tkuk pkfg,A

ckyÑ".ku lfefr dh vuq'kalkvksa ds vuq:i laln us lafo/kku ¼69ok¡½ la'kks/ku vfèkfu;e] 
1991 ikfjr fd;k] ftlesa vU; ckrksa ds lkFk&lkFk fnYyh dh fo/kku lHkk ds fy, lafo/kku 
esa 239,, rFkk 239 ,ch dh ubZ /kkjk,¡ tksM+h x;haA ^^jk"Vªh; jkt/kkuh {ks=k fnYyh ljdkj 
vfèkfu;e] 1991** uked ,d vkSj foLr‘r dkuwu ikl fd;k x;k tks fo/kku lHkk vkSj 
eaf=keaMy rFkk muls lacaf/kr ekeyksa dh vuqiwfrZ djrk FkkA



The committee went into the matter in great details and considered the issues after holding 

discussions with various individuals, associations, political parties and other experts. It 

also considered the arrangements existing in the National Capitals of other countries with 

a federal set-up and also the reports by earlier committees and commissions. After detailed 

enquiries and examinations, it recommended that Delhi should continue to be a Union 

Territory but should be provided with a Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers 

responsible to such Assembly with appropriate powers to deal with matters of concern to 

the common man. The Committee also recommended that with a view to ensuring stability 

and permanence, the arrangements should be incorporated in the Constitution to give the 

National Capital a special status among the Union Territories.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Balakrishnan Committee, the Parliament 

passed the Constitution (69th Amendment) Act, 1991, which inserted the new Articles  

239AA and 239AB in the Constitution providing, inter alia, for a Legislative Assembly for 

Delhi. Another comprehensive legislation passed by Parliament called “the Government of 

National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991”, supplements the Constitutional provisions 

relating to the Legislative Assembly and the Council of Ministers and matters  related  thereto.


