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INTRODUCTION

[, the Chairperson of the Committee of Privileges having been
authorized by the Committee to present its First Report on their behalf
before the House in the matter of “Authenticity of Faansi Ghar” which

was inaugurated on 9th August, 2022 in Delhi Legislative Assembly

Premises.

The Committee held sittings on 13.11.2025 and 20.11.2025 to

consider the matter.

The Committee appreciates the cooperation and valuable assistance
rendered by the Officers and staff of the Assembly Secretariat during its

sittings as also in the preparation of the Report.

The Committee authorized the Chairperson and in his absence Shri

Abhay Verma, Hon’ble Chief Whip/Hon’ble Member of the Committee for

fowr”

(Parduymn Singh Rajput)
Chairperson
Committee of Privileges

presenting the Report of the Committee in the House.

Place: Delhi

Date: 30\ 202 5
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Brief Facts:

On 09" August 2022, a ceremony was organised within the precincts of the

Delhi Assembly for ‘unveiling of the Faansi Ghar after restoration’ (SUITgRX & 3U3d

Gl B T 37TaR0T). Shri Arvind Kejriwal, the then Chief Minister of Delhi was the

Chief Guest of the ceremony presided over by Shri Ram Niwas Goel, the then
Speaker, Delhi Assembly. Shri Manish Sisodia, the then Deputy Chief Minister and
Smt. Rakhi Birla, the then Deputy Speaker were the Guests of Honour in the
ceremony. The event was widely covered and reported by the media. The venue
became a major source of interest and was enthusiastically visited by delegations and
general public.

After assuming Office in February 2025, Shri Vijender Gupta, Hon'ble Speaker
initiated various steps to preserve the heritage of the Delhi Assembly building which
holds a very important place in the history of our independence struggle; the objective
being to declare the Delhi Assembly building as a heritage Monument of National
Importance.

During the course of this exercise, it was found that there was no authentic
historical evidence which showed that a ‘Faansi Ghar' ever existed in the Delhi
Assembly premises. On the contrary as per information received from the National
Archives, it was revealed that the space which had been claimed as the ‘Faansi Ghar
was in fact a Tiffin Room.

Under Rule 271 the Hon’ble Speaker apprised the House of the factual position
on 5" August 2025. The House discussed the issue on 5%, 6t and 7th August 2025. 22
Members, including the Hon’ble Chief Minister Hon’ble Ministers and Members of the
Opposition, expressed their views on the subject. Taking the sense of the House, the
Hon'ble Speaker referred the matter to the Committee of Privileges for thorough
investigation.

Details of Committee Proceedings:

On 9™ September 2025, the Assembly Secretariat issued a letter to Shri Arvind
Kejriwal, Shri Ram Niwas Goel, Shri Manish Sisodia, and Smt. Rakhi Birla with the
request to send their written comments regarding the “authenticity of the existence of
the Faansi Ghar’.” Vide letters dated 19" September 2025, 25th September, 2025 and
29" September, 2025 all the four replied to the Secretariat inter alia challenging the

jurisdiction of the Committee and that there was no breach of privilege.

5
)



On 04" November 2025, Shri Arvind Kejriwal, Shri Ram Niwas Goel, Shri
Manish Sisodia, and Smt. Rakhi Birla were informed that their replies had been taken
on record and would be dealt by the Committee appropriately in its sitting. Further they
were requested to appear in person before the Committee’s sitting which was
scheduled for 13" November 2025 and that they could submit any “written statement
(including any information regarding the authenticity of the existence of the ‘Faansi
Ghar) in advance to the Committee.” Formal summons were also issued and they
were also informed that non-compliance of the summons could lead to initiation of
proceedings for breach of privilege/contempt of the Assembly.

Shri Arvind Kejriwal and Shri Manish Sisodia filed a writ before the Hon'ble
High Court [WP (C) 17025/2025] praying for the quashing of the Committee’s letter,
notice and summons for the sitting scheduled for 13" November 2025. The
maintainability of the Writ was challenged by the Counsels for the Assembly and
Committee. The Hon’ble Court did not allow any interim relief and decided to hear the
parties on the maintainability first.

None of the four appeared before the sitting of the Committee which was held
on 13" November 2025. No intimation was received regarding their absence till the
end of the day. The Committee expressed its concern over their absence but decided
to accord one more opportunity to them for recording their deposition. As directed by
the Committee, Shri Arvind Kejriwal, Shri Ram Niwas Goel, Shri Manish Sisodia, and
Smt. Rakhi Birla were informed vide letter and summons dated 13t November, 2025
about the decision of the Committee and again requested to appear in person before
the Committee’s sitting scheduled for 20" November 2025.

On 14" November 2025 two identical letters dated 13! November 2025 were
received by the Secretariat through Speed Post from Shri Talha Abdul Rehman
representing Shri Arvind Kejriwal and Shri Manish Sisodia respectively. The letters
sought to defer the proceedings of the Committee on the grounds that the matter was
before the High Court and that the proceedings be deferred till the outcome of the
judicial proceedings. Vide letters dated 14! November 2025, Shri Arvind Kejriwal and
Shri Manish Sisodia were informed that Summons and Notice for the next sitting had
already been issued. They were also informed that as the Hon'ble High Court had not
passed any directions in contrary, the sitting shall proceed as scheduled.

On the next date of sitting, i.e. 20" November 2025 also none of the four
appeared before the Committee. Instead, they once again wrote letters stating that the
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sitting be deferred till the outcome of the judicial proceedings. They also claimed that
such deferrals were in line with the convention followed by earlier committees of the
House and those of the Parliamentary Committees. Interestingly, Shri Ram Niwas
Goel and Smt. Rakhi Birla had not even filed any writ and stated that they intended to
approach the High Court and hence the proceedings should be deferred. In spite of
the Secretariat promptly replying to them and conveying that the sitting would proceed
as scheduled, they chose to not appear before the Committee on 20t November 2025
also. The Committee members expressed their concern and authorised the
Chairperson to decide the future course of action.

The Hon’ble High Court heard the arguments on the maintainability of the WP
(C) 17025/2025, next on 24" November 2025. On the attention of the Hon’ble Court
being drawn to the fact that the petitioners were avoiding their appearance before the
Committee citing the pendency of the proceedings, the Hon’ble Court clarified that it
had ‘not yet passed any interim order, and is in the process of hearing arguments on
the maintainability of the present petition’. Arguments in this regard were heard on 12t
December 2025 and the next date of hearing is 8" January 2026.

Observations and Conclusion:

From the above narration of events, it is evident that Shri Arvind Kejriwal, Shri
Manish Sisodia, Shri Ram Niwas Goel and Smt. Rakhi Birla had deliberately and
wilfully chosen to stay away from the proceedings of the Committee of Privileges in
spite of being provided adequate clarifications, opportunity and time. They were very
much aware that the High Court had not passed any directions or orders in this matter.
In fact, their Advocates had not even sought any such interim relief, before the Court
during the proceedings. All the four of them were purposefully using the pretext of the
court proceedings to avoid appearing before the Committee.

Section 18(3) of the Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi, Act,
1991 provides that the powers, privileges and immunities of the Legislative Assembly,
its Members and its Committees shall be such as are being enjoyed by the House of
People (Lok Sabha), its Members and Committees. This provision is similar to Article
105(3) in respect of the Parliament's powers. As per Rule 172 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Legislative Assembly of NCT of Delhi, the

Committees have the power to take evidence, call for papers, records or documents.



The following extract from the treatise, ‘Practice and Procedure of Parliament-
MN Kaul and SL Shakdher’ is relevant in this regard and is reproduced below:
“Disobedience of Orders of the House or its Committees

Disobedience to the orders of the House, whether such orders are of general
application or require a particular individual to do or abstain from doing a particular act
is a contempt of the House. Disobedience to the orders of a Committee of the House
Is treated as a contempt of the House itself, provided the order disobeyed is within the
scope of the Committee’s authority. To prevent, delay, obstruct or interfere with the
execution of the orders of the House or a Committee thereof is also a contempt of the
House.

Examples of contempt are— refusal or neglect of a witness or any other
person, summoned to attend the House or a Committee thereof, to attend;”

The power of the Assembly and its Committees to summon persons, both
members and non-members and compel their attendance, if need be, has been
upheld even by the courts. Most recently, in the Ajit Mohan & Ors. v. Legislative
Assembly of NCT of Delhi & Ors. [2021 INSC 324. WP(C) 1088/2020] the Hon'ble
Supreme Court has upheld these powers of the Assembly and its Committees in a
matter involving the Delhi Assembly’s Committee itself.

Shri Arvind Kejriwal, Shri Manish Sisodia, Shri Ram Niwas Goel and Smt.
Rakhi Birla had also mentioned in their correspondences with the Secratariat that the
deferral of proceedings was in line with the convention followed by earlier committees
of the House as also of the convention of the Committees of the Parliament. It is a fact
that the Committees have deferred its sittings to accommodate the requests of the
parties or witnesses, if sought on genuine grounds. However, there is no convention
or precedent of a sitting being deferred on the request of the parties on the grounds
that a court matter is pending especially when the Hon’ble Court has not passed any
directions to that effect.

As former Members and dignitaries who were well aware of the events leading
to the opening of the ‘Faansi Ghar', it was their bounden duty to appear before the
Committee and assist it in ascertaining the veracity of the claim that a ‘Faansi Ghar’
ever existed in the Assembly premises. By failing to do so, in spite of the Committee
providing them adequate opportunity and time, they have hampered the Committee
from fulfilling the duty cast upon it by the House. The Committee had clearly informed

them that the grounds on which they were seeking the deferral of the sitting was not
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justified. In such a situation, in the opinion of this Committee, the action of Shri Arvind
Kejriwal, Shri Manish Sisodia, Shri Ram Niwas Goel and Smt. Rakhi Birla to not

appear before the Committee constitutes contempt of the House and its Committee

Recommendations:

1. The Committee recommends that the House may take proper action as deemed fit
against Shri Arvind Kejriwal, Shri Ram Niwas Goel, Shri Manish Sisodia and Smt.
Rakhi Birla for their wilful absence from the sittings of the Committee of Privileges
which were scheduled for 13" November 2025 and 20" November 2025 without just
cause or permission of the Committee.

2 As regards the main matter which was referred to the Committee by the
Hon'ble Speaker, regarding the authenticity of the existence of ‘faansi ghar, the

Committee shall continue its examination of the parties and witnesses and submit a

Delhi (Parduymn Singh Rajput)

Date: 30 - IR . 0495 Chairperson
Committee of Privileges

Report in the next session.



Gfgra e

09 31T, 2022 ®I, facel fRura uRWR & ‘SAolgre & suvig wre av
#7 gaver & fou e 9ARE At fear war or| Rl & dcbreld
g 4 eRfdT doNae 39 WRIE & g A o, R segern faeeh
T & dopreld areger S I AN TRE 7 @ oY | dopiele SuEgHAl
£ 7y fifear ok doprela Surey Sl Il figen 39 w9RiE # fatre
JfAfr o | 39 FRIA B ANSIT 7 U6 Y W Hax fbar ik Raid fFar| a8
Il & oy smedor &1 g o 99 T AR afafREeal ok omm S
+ IEYES FHHI SRT T |

BRER], 2025 H UGHR B & & qre, JA=-g reed o faols ar A
facell fdarawr wed @1 faved &1 W’ o & forv I @eq e,
ST IR Wdaar @™ @ sfoe™ # 980 Al WM €| SHeT ey
el faer v waq &1 IE Hee BT favT RS °fd BT o |

9 UfhaT & SR, I8 U T 5 U1 B uHifvres ey T
T o7 S g8 cuiar 8 & feeh fumaw oReR # ot 18w a7 A
o | 39% I, I IeEr TR & W &N & TR, I8 UdT gof &
51 | @l BIRA BR' BIF BT qrar fhar W7 o, 9% 9Rad H U e wH
o |

Fag 271 & d8a, AT SRFE T 5 ST, 2025 B WA Bl IRAAD
Rerfd | ST PRIAT| F&T 7 5, 6 3R 7, TR 2025 P g9 T W =l P |
HT gegEAl, qreE G ok ufiud @ wewl 9t 22 At 3 g9 favy
W U fIgR @b f6y| de &1 TR ®T o # @A gY, A 3ege |
A BT e 9 & forg fRwfder wfafa @1 wi fowr|

afafa & srfard &1 faavor:

9 Rder, 2025 &, feuraw AREeE 7 st orfdq doRiare, st ™
e g, A /Ny faifear ofR sl I faser @ ve v 9 aR s
“BIH BV % Sifced @1 grEorear’ & deg # oroe faRad fewfrn Ao @
IRy fhar| 19 Ridar, 2025, 23 fudex, 2025 T 29 RideRU 2025 & UA B
GiRY, IRl 1 dweRue @ WO i, R S o3 & sfter &5 @
A €1 SR Per 5 RWeR &1 B Seefom &l garm 2|




04 FGER, 2025 dI, 3N Rfdg woNard, N v\ g A, s 79y
e ik sl AT fasen & gfa fear T {6 s9a a9 Rafd ) o
forg g € ik WffY el 95 ¥ S W SR eRaE | sHe 3T,
ST SRy fhar T f 9 13 TEER, 2025 @I B arell |y @ do@ H
aftTd w9 @ SuRYd & &R 7 WAy @ v W B e sur (owd
BIH GY' & ST B FHINOETT & FR H BIg T GIERT I8 8])7 S B
Hehd & | SftTenRe waa ff R fy U iR S uw o gfua fear T f
HHA BT Grere A B R RWRSR / Rem=awr &) A o SR ¥
B S FHhaT B |

2 eRfde doRiara R 3 79y Rfifear 3 999 S <y § e
Writ [WP (C) 17025/2025] s=—R @, f9% 13 FdeR, 2025 P 89 dTell SSd
& forg Affa @ =z, AT IR 99 &1 | B o) o= r & 18 o | e
3R AT & g@rel 9 Re & e & gad @) 999 rrem 3 e
e g T8 €1 SR el eIl W Ul B G BT B b |

IRI § ¥ Bl AT 13 TR, 2025 B g8 AR P Job H YR
g7 | T & ofd a7 uRYfY & IR H B goer T el | wfify 3
S Squierfer oy T @b @), olfdb I AT U TS B D AT Uh
3R 3R o B Beyel fBar| Affa & FAdergarR, S arfd dorard, o 1™
fard Trrd, i 79y Rfear ik At )l fagen &) 13 Fd9), 2025 & 95
AR T B AegH 9 G B Bad @ IR # gfud fhar T ek S R 9
20 F9eR, 2025 P BW dTell ARART @ Sob F ARGTT w9 A SuRYT BN P
3R fobar T |

14 9O§R, 2025 B WA B We URE & ARIHA § 3N AT gl
REA W 13 FGaR, 2025 P ARG & & GAM UF W gY, S A 2N aRfde
sonare iR S 7Y Reafear o1 ufefffRig o) @ o) uF § sRd @
BRIATE! B T B AT BT T3 of, 39 AR W b AWen 518 dic § & iR
IS HRIATET BT ST W Tb BRIATE! B Slel f3AT Y | 14 FdaR, 2025 B
Tl & IRY SN erfde Boriare &R 2 a9y Ry & garr % anred
d8% @ forg |9 ok Afew vgel & SN fby o g €| 5= ¥8 ff gamr T
f6 Fife A=+ 818 @1 7 svo fAmdd o sy =8 R 2, safow Sow
T A B IITAR & B |

Al dod RTHH! TRIG 20 FdaX 2025 off, & ff IRl § § B N F
$ WHA U FAE BN | TP d9Y, S Ub IR R UF frge} wEr b
e HRAE & i M dF d8d BT Tl (el oY | I=i g8 W gm@r
fhar f 30 TR & W Wed @ Nod safedl ok dwdy safeal gn
IS T WWRT & AR o7 | o=y a1q ¥ & 6 o v e g @ik
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A I fdgell 7 318 Re WM aRR 38 & off oiR @1 o1 & T T B
ST Fred 8 QiR gafore srfard) &Y e far o Az | wRerey gRr 5=
XA S 9 AR TE I B NS B ToF T WG B ATRIR B, IR
20 FER, 2025 B |l HHSI B AHA UL T BN BT BT HAT| TS D we)
9 Ul i s @ iR WUy B 9 @ FRaARE 99 By BT AReR
faar |

AT BTE BIE J 24 TR, 2025 BT WP (C) 17025/2025 & rapreier
W ollel G| 9@ AT BIE BT M 3 ded @ IR Remar T P
gifadred] Bl |@fed B9 BT gaeT bR FAS D AHET U BN ¥ 99 R
g, A @I | W Rt 6 s o) g @i SRy e wiRe ag
1347 & 3iiv T AT B FNBEHAT o Goflel g @ g ¥ &) 3 |dy
# qoflel 12 fowar, 2025 @ GA T IR TN GaTE @) ARG 8 A 2026
B |
Jadi® 3 fospd:

SR Gl & faver & I8 W € % 20 orfie o, o 7y
Rrefifea, st /7 framg Mo ik v = R Y wafd IseR, s
IR wHE Ry SM & 9racE Mg iR wWEsT ¥ AOwiter afify @)
HIAATEl W Y Y& BT Daen Har| S o) ok war of 5 ' P Y 39
el ¥ @y Ader a1 emeyr wiRa w1 fbar | aRag §, S gt T Brdar)
@ IRF B A W DI SfaRa wwa A TE A o | 4 =R Sgse e
© AFET U BN W g9 D AU B &) SIS BT q=HT 947 @ o |

I IS &, Aol TaRHT Uae, 1991 @ gRT 18(3) H uE 9ama
ge oA & Bt SR e, sue wew ok wRfedl @1 fe € Tw
TG NG &l ARKAT & Aee # =05 105(3) O & & | TS o e
fawell @1 faurrawr § emes & et & | 172 @ orR, FaRAS & N
YT o, SRS, Reple a1 gwaredst #as & ke 2

9 Wey H Pfgew ve Aoy ain wilefame—varT @l siv vever
FrepEre” Tt ¥ foran rar frfaRad sfer wifes & ok =7 AR o &
WS Ir SeP! a@fRfaal @ e @ saEer

ST @ SR B ST, aE VW SIS G T ¥ Gy 8 ar e
13917 @ifts @ BIE ey Bl Bvd a1 7 BV B BE weT 7 srEETr &)
TG @l [ FAfT @ See @ sgeer i W@ WeT @Y SFgHTE A Sar
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weT I GEH! [ TR & SRYll & [A9IeT @l Ve, [deildd dY, T
BV T OVH WTelT BT H TeT B THTAT &/

FFHTTT F TIIEVT 8—wqT I7 IwP! [ wfifa ¥ gufeea 8a & forw
AT TV [ TGIE A7 [ 9T @it BT ST &7 W §THIN Bl IT TYET

R 3R IH@T AR &7 HeRIl iR IR—AeRT Ml BT o 3R
Ife afaegss 81 Al I IuRfy & oy AGR &R @1 WRb BT Acrerdl 1
AR W[ g | BT B H, Aoid A8 Y4 I M LY Ao &, faeed
! RuF w9 wd e [2021 INSC 324- WP(C)1088/2020] #rer & A
Hdted ATy o facell =g o 9ffd | g8 e AW # furr sl
IqDT AR @ 39 TREAT BT WARR @1 B |
I fIsar 9 ) Afdreay © A1 U TSR § Seod fhur o 6 eriare
Bl Wid &1 F@eq & Uoell IfRfadl gRT u=E T8 WRT & G-
Aae @) ARfal B WORT & wY o | I8 Ueh a2¥ g f& affadi 9 wifdar a
TAEl B SRE B HEARING B B fog ol Y9 wifim @ € afk
AR AR R IR fhar T 81| glefifd, widdl & Ry R 39 MR
TR 8% WG T P Bg WORT T AT 67 2 6 oIS arererd) e ifad
2, WA Od AFHIT Tad - 39 8 A Brs fAder uiRe w8} fvar 2

gd wel SR oM @Redl & w9 H, O Wi R B god | Hefed
geAdrell | el TRE dife’ o, I8 SHEl daw o fb 9 |ffy @ gHer suRerd
8 3R ¥ Yar o # Afafa @ S o) 5 @ fursayr oRer § e
BRI BR' HIS[E AT | VAT 7 R, HAC] §RT I JAT< 1R iR F9 Ry o
@ GIgolE, S/ HACT DI TG §RT AU Y Heied B G HR | qr7 Slell 2 |
HHC 4 T® 9% dR W g A of fF R sk ) 9 988 @ e @Y
H BR W o, 98 Sfua T8 o1 U Rafy # 59 R @ v #, &) eRfdw
HHE & ATA U T BFT Hed R SHB! BAST BT YA 2 |
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1. B RreRe &l ® f g7 o exfide dorara, i v o e, i
THT OIY, ifh I 13 FdeR, 2025 MR 20 FEER, 2025 BT W qrell AREIRGR
affy @ Joat § T f&f SR erRo a1 9 @ Al B SEgEeR
ruRerd R |

2. W&l T% X HMel &1 9ardl &, O A-1g Siegel #eied o wHel dl Hiv
B JIRTT B WHIOTETT B HIY H AT A1, HHST U d} SR Tars) B i
SIRY XY 3R SFTel 9 H T RUid o T |
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