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No.321

The 'following message received from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth R.,
Head of the Comnonwealth on account of Commonwealth Day is reproduced
below for the information of Hon'ble Members of the Delhi Leglslative
Assembly :z-

"The Commonwealth Day theme this year is "Talking to One Another".
It i3 a fitting choice, because 1997 is a year when more people
than ever before in the Commonwealth will have the opportunity
to communicate with each other.

Modern travel has made it easy to meet and talk face-to-face.
Many from throughocut the Commonwealth will take advantage of this
in 1997 for sports tours, youth exchanges, science conventions
and other gatherings. Here in Britain, for instance, the city
of Edinburgh will be host tc the biennial Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting later this year. At the same time, Common=-
wealth non-governmental orjanisations will be meeting there. So
Commrenwealth people will be getting together at all levels to
exXchange ideas.

2ut improved and easier travel is only cne develorment. Recent
advances in communications technclogy now enable us to talk to
each other and to see each cther without even needing to leave
home. The Commonwealth uses this sort of technology for its
distance education projramme, especially through the Commonwealth
of Learning based in Vancouver. Through communications like these,
the barriers of distance can be removed and we can talk together
almost as if the whole Commonwealth was in one room. Many years
ago, my grandfather first spoke to the Commonwealth by radio.
Tcday my message is speeding its way around the world by radio
and, for the Ffirst time, on the Internet.

Of course, having more ways of communicating and Faster ways of
doing so does not necessarily mean that we understand each other
better. Techrical advances dc ncot autcmatically bring improvements.
"Talking to Cne Another"™ is not a one-way process: we can explain
our own roints of view but we should also listen to the views of
others. Ccmmonwealth countries have an advantage in doing this
because we have shared views of right and wrcng, and because we

use the common language of English. This makes it all the easier
to listen, to exchange knowladge, and to share opinions and feelings
with others whose daily lives may be very different from our own.

When we talk to one ancther, we can meet together in one place or
we can use technology to hold discussiocns across the world. which-
ever way we chcoose to communicate, the important point is that we
keep talking and keep listening. By doing so, we ensure that the
Commonwez lth continues to grow as an informed «nd open-minded
community o©f nations."

P.N. GUPTA



